
Details of our trip for September: 

 

Tuesday 17th September 2019 - Stepney City Farm and Ragged School 

 

Journey: Local to Limehouse  

Walk: 15 minutes to Stepney City Farm 

Food: Coffee at city farm 

Visit: Free visit to the city farm 

Food: Lunch at the city farm or surrounding area 

Walk: 12-15 minutes to Ragged School Museum 

Cost: £6 -Tour of Ragged School Museum at 2.45 pm  

 

Here is some information on the two venues: 

 

Stepney City Farm is a three acre working farm; a rural oasis, in the heart of Tower Hamlets. The Farm 

is home to chickens, ducks and geese; two donkeys; rare breed goats and sheep; pigs; and ‘small 

furries’ including our working farm cats, ferrets, guinea pigs, and rabbits. Lots of them love to be 

walked, and visitors can purchase animal feed pots for £1 in the office. 

 

The Ragged School Museum is housed in a group of three canalside buildings which once formed the 

largest “ragged” or free school in London. 

When Thomas Barnardo came to London from his home city of Dublin in 

1866, intending to train as a doctor and then become a missionary in 

China, he was confronted by a city where disease was rife, poverty and 

overcrowding endemic and educational opportunities for the poor were 

non-existent. He watched helplessly as a cholera epidemic swept 

through the East End, leaving over 3,000 Londoners dead and many 

destitute. 

He gave up his medical training to pursue his local missionary works and 

in 1867 opened his first “ragged school” where children could gain a free 

basic education. 

Ten years later, Barnardo’s Copperfield Road Free School opened its 

doors to children and for the next thirty-one years educated tens of thousands of children. It closed in 

1908 by which time enough government schools had opened in the area to serve the needs of local 

families. 

As you will see, I've chosen a route that gets us off the train at Limehouse , with a 15 minute walk 

from there. The return journey could be done by getting the train from Limehouse to Fenchurch Street 

then getting a train back out to your local station if you purchase a ticket to Fenchurch Street for the 

day. This will add very little to the cost but will mean that you can start your return journey at 

Fenchurch Street, and hopefully stand more chance of getting a seat. Just a suggestion, so I'll leave it 

up to you. 

This is perfectly OK to do as here is an excerpt from the C2C website: 

Break of journey 

You may start, break and resume, or end your journey at any intermediate station along 

the route of travel. 

Anyone interested in going, then please respond by Monday 8th July to book your place. 

 


