
17th October 2019 

David went through tuning the guitar strings using an electronic device. 

David also took us through tuning the guitar by ear.  He took us from High E to Low E 
and below is tuning from Low E to High E – simply the reverse of what David showed 
us – everything on the internet seems to do it this way round! 

Start by getting the E string in tune and work your way up (or down) the strings 

 
The 5th Fret Tuning Method 
The Low E String (string 6): For this tuning method, the E string must already be in 
tune. You can use a piano, another guitar, or an online tuner to find the reference pitch 
to tune to. 

The A String (string 5): Start off by going to the fifth fret of the low E string, which is 
an A note. Since your fifth string is an open A string, it should sound exactly like the 
note on the fifth fret of the E string. 

The D String (string 4): Next we need to tune the D string, so we’ll go to the fifth fret 
of the A string which is a D note. Once again, the open D string should sound just like 
the D note on the A string. 

The G String (string 3): To tune the G string, I follow the same method using the fifth 
fret of the D string. 

The B String (string 2): Tuning the B string is a little different. We need to use the 
fourth fret instead of the fifth fret because that’s where the B note is, so match the 
open B string to the fourth fret of the G string. 

The High E String (string 1): Tuning the high E string gets back on track though, so 
you use the fifth fret of the B string to tune this last string. 

Double Check Your Tuning: Once you have the guitar tuned by ear, go through the 
strings again to tune just like you would if you were using an electronic tuner. This 
allows you to fine-tune and double-check that the strings are where they should be. 

 


