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Local History Link 
Keeping you in touch during the coronavirus emergency                No. 8 

_________________________________________________________________ 
 
Welcome to edition No. 8 of Local History Link.  We have the first – hopefully of many – recollection of VE 
Day, and some interesting photos recalling The Great Storm of 1987. Please keep sending in your 
contributions, which are greatly appreciated and make an interesting ‘read’ for all of us. 
Articles, photos and favourite recipes, should be emailed to Jim at jsanctuary28@gmail.com or by post to 28 
Darlinghurst Grove, Leigh-on-Sea, SS9 3LG. And as usual, please keep safe, keep well, and also keep alert! 

Tony, Tricia and Jim 
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

MY V E DAY MEMORIES 
 
I do remember the excitement of my parents in the months leading up to the end of the war. In March 1944, 
roads on the Highlands Estate, such as Quorn Gardens, were full of soldiers. They occupied all the empty 
houses and the roads were filled with their armoured cars and artillery guns. With my parents, I met some of 
the British and American troops stationed there. 
In April 1944, all the troops suddenly left for a transit camp near Tilbury, and in June 1944 we heard of the 
Allied Invasion of Normandy – called D-Day! My father, like many people at home, had a large map of Europe 
in our dining room and plotted with paper discs the Allied advance across Europe towards Berlin. Now, in 
May 1945, the war was coming to an end.  

For a time, there was confusion as to the exact 
day that the war would end. Finally, we were 
all told that it would be the 8th May. Everyone 
was told that Winston Churchill, the Prime 
Minister, would speak on the radio at 3.00pm 
(see photo). On hearing the news, my parents 
rushed out into the road and kissed or embraced 
as many of our neighbours as possible. There 
was much happiness in the air. 
Later in the evening, we went to Marine Parade 
where some of the local people had started a 
bonfire on the cliffs above Leigh Station. 
(Bonfires had been banned during the war 

years.) After the bonfire we came home, and at about 9.00pm my parents took me to the Estuary Club in the 
London Road. I remember that everyone had a very jolly time there. We did not return home until 3.00am and 
for a 10-year-old boy this was by far the latest that I had ever stayed up, but it was a very special occasion.  
Life was not easy after the war – I remember in particular the bad winter of 1947 – but on that day, 8th May 
1945, we were all very, very happy! Tony Bullock 
 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
REVEREND GARDENERS 

 
The cold, bleak winter weather holds little joy, but for gardeners one outstanding delight amid the debris of 
season are the pristine white flowers of the Snowdrop (Galanthus nivalis). These delightful little bulbs, a 
harbinger of better days to come, bring cheer as I wander round the garden in February, seeking out early signs 
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of spring. It reminds me that the many clumps of Snowdrops in my borders originate from a dozen or so plants 
purchased ‘in-the-green’ from a clergyman, by the name of the Reverend R.J. Blakeway-Phillips, at an RHS 
Spring Show in the early 1980s. Blakeway-Phillips was a keen plantsman who introduced to our gardens many 
varieties of Galanthus that he discovered growing in cottage gardens, mainly around the village of Little 
Abington, Cambridgeshire, where he was Curate. He sold surplus plants, which he propagated in a small 
nursery situated in the vicarage garden, at the RHS London Flower Shows.  
Over the centuries, an interest in plants and gardens has been a popular pastime for many a gentleman parson, 
especially in Victorian times, often providing pleasant relief from the strenuous demands of the social 
activities of their parish. Sadly, many ‘men-of-the-cloth’ who, in their time, were important horticulturalists, 
are now long forgotten.  Yet one is still remembered thanks to the name of a favourite shrub, the ubiquitous, 
summer-flowering Buddleia. This was named in honour of the Reverend Adam Buddle (c.1660-1715), an 
outstanding botanist and authority on mosses and grasses. Buddle became Rector of Great Fambridge, Essex, 
in 1703, where he devoted much of his time to his botanical studies. It was the eminent Swedish botanist, Carl 
Linnaeus, who thought Buddle worthy of commemoration, naming the newly-discovered, orange-flowered 
shrub, Buddleia globosa, after him. 

Another Essex-based clergyman was the rose enthusiast, the 
Reverend Joseph H. Pemberton (1852-1926), Curate of Romford 
from 1880. Due to ill-health, he resigned the Curacy in 1903 and 
devoted his time entirely to the hybridising of roses in the large 
garden of his home at The Round House (see photo left), a late 
Georgian, stuccoed villa in the village of Havering-atte-Bower, 
near Romford. Pemberton is especially remembered for 
introducing a number of hybrid musk roses, including ‘Danae’ 
and ‘Moonlight’. And while on the subject of roses, it was a 
clergyman who, in 1876, founded The National Rose Society, later 
to become The Royal National Rose Society. This was the Very 
Reverend Samuel Reynolds Hole (1819-1904), Dean of 
Rochester, a keen rose-grower and author of many popular 
gardening books, including ‘A Book about Roses’, in which he 
espouses his love of the rose. 
A clergyman, like Blakeway-Phillips, also associated with spring 
flowers, was the Reverend George Engleheart (c.1851-1936), who 
became a notable plant breeder, especially with the genus 
Narcissus. An enthusiastic and knowledgeable horticulturalist, he 
is best remembered for his daffodil introduction, ‘Beersheba’, the 
first white Narcissus variety to have a sturdy constitution, and still 

available to purchase today. In 1913, the RHS introduced the coveted Engleheart Cup, named in his honour. 
Another notable plantsman was the Reverend William Wilks (1843-1923) who, in 1879, was appointed vicar 
of the parish of Shirley in Surrey. In the vicarage garden, which adjoined arable fields, he discovered a variant 
of the field poppy which had narrow white borders around the petals. From this plant, by careful selection and 
hybridisation, Wilks bred a strain of poppies in a wide range of colours, which became known as the Shirley 
Poppy, still popular with gardeners today.  
Many clergyman-gardeners were prolific authors, including Canon Henry Nicholson Ellacombe (1822-1916), 
who gardened at Bitton in Gloucestershire, where he was the incumbent Rector. His garden enjoyed a mild 
climate and he is said to have reintroduced many plants that had fallen out of fashion. He was a friend of Ellen 
Willmott of Warley Place, and William Robinson, author of The English Flower Garden, a book that 
revolutionised the art of gardening, and mentor to the renowned gardener, E.A.Bowles of Myddleton House, 
Enfield. Canon Ellacombe was a great scholar and outstanding plantsman, publishing a number of important 
gardening books, including ‘In a Gloucestershire Garden’, about his own garden at Bitton parsonage, a volume 
still in print today.  
Locally, Leigh Horticultural Society benefitted from the horticultural expertise of a cleric when, in 1987, the 
Reverend John Ewington became parish priest at St. Saviour’s Church, Kings Road, Westcliff, and joined the 
Society. A keen gardener, John grew a wide range of vegetables, flowers and tender plants in the rectory 
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garden. But his speciality was the show chrysanthemum and he was a very successful exhibitor at the Flower 
Shows, winning many awards. An active member of the LHS committee, he was called to take up the position 
of parish priest at St. Mary’s Parish Church at Appledore in Devon, where he still resides in retirement. 
There have been many more clergymen who, over the years, have shared with us their love of flowers and 
gardens – both in their writings and the joy bequeathed to us by their varied and beautiful plant introductions. 
In her inspirational poem, ‘God’s Garden’, Dorothy Frances Gurney wrote ‘one is nearer God’s heart in a 
garden than anywhere else on earth’, a sentiment that would undoubtedly be endorsed by all our Reverend 
gardeners. Jim Sanctuary  
 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
ANSWERS TO PART TWO OF SUE’S SOUTHEND PAST AND PRESENT QUIZ IN 

THE LAST EDITION OF LOCAL HISTORY LINK 
 
7.   2012. The Olympic torch comes to Southend on the 6th July 2012 
8.   2005 
9.   Corporation Loading Pier 
10. Demolition commenced September 2007 
11. 9th October 2005 
12. The wooden pier was opened in June 1830, followed by a new iron pier in 1887 
13. 26th May 1986 
14. Until summer 2012 (27years) 
15. Outside Rossi’s 
 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

SOUTHEND PIER IN WAR AND PEACE 
 
The pier was requisitioned by the Admiralty a few days before the start of the Second World War and 
designated HMS Leigh. My father-in-law was employed as a pier electrician from the 1930s, when his family 
moved to Southend from London, and ran an off-licence in Old Southend Road until he retired in 1967. 
In the war, the pier staff were retained as civilian employees and kept the pier trains running day and night. 
The trains covered over 300,000 miles, carrying 1.5 million service men, food, general stores, ammunition, 
and special equipment. Some of the rolling stock was adapted to carry the sick and injured stretcher-cases. 
The pier’s infrastructure had to be maintained, including the pipe that supplied water to the end of the pier and 
carried 50,000 tons of water during the war. The pier staff also provided plumbers, fitters, shipwrights and 
electricians to undertake repairs to ships moored off the pier. Thousands of batteries were landed from these 
vessels for the staff to recharge and return. 
For several months, 200 soldiers lived in accommodation on the pier, and a Naval sick bay, attended by 

medical staff, catered for 270 cases for the six months to 
November 1944. Demolition charges were secured to the 
pier’s structure to be detonated in the event of invasion. Pill 
boxes were constructed, rockets installed, and a Regiment 
manned an anti-aircraft gun emplacement at the pierhead. 
Also based on the pier were Observer Corps personnel, ships 
pilots, civilian tug masters and crews, compass adjusters, and 
a Lloyd’s Signal Station. For the D-Day landings, the 
American service personnel manned a second signal station. 
1,200 Royal Naval signalmen were accommodated in 
Southend. 
Catering contractors operated a canteen, with food available 
day and night throughout the war. The crews of the ‘Little 
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Ships’ on the way to Dunkirk called at the pier and were also fed. The Solarium became a convoy school 
where almost 3,000 pre-sailing conferences were held, covering 84,297 ships (see photo previous page).  
On the night of 22nd November 1939, it was reported that there had been enemy action in the river below the 
pier. Although the intelligence could not be confirmed, the Commodore of HMS Leigh considered there was 
the likelihood of an attack on the pier. In readiness for a raid, troops with Lewis guns were dispatched to ships 
in the anchorage and also posted to positions along the length of the pier. 
The attack started at 10.00pm. German aircraft dropped 14 mines in the river and machine-gunned the pier, 
but the troops were ready and as a result of their defensive action, the pier was never seriously attacked again. 
The raid had lasted just 30 minutes. 
Two of the mines laid that night were washed up on the mudflats and defused by two mine disposal officers. 
They were found to be of a new magnetic type not seen before and the bravery of the two officers enhanced 
the Royal Navy’s expertise in the disposal of this type of mine. 
After the end of the war, the Admiralty returned the pier to the Council and it reopened once again as a pleasure 
pier. It was run like a ship, with the Pier Master and staff wearing naval-style uniforms. At the pier head, the 
Lloyd’s Signal Station continued to operate and a new radar training school opened. 
In 1949, the toast-rack trains (see photo below) that had served the town so well were replaced with new 

rolling stock. Some of the old trains were sold to Brighton 
Council and ran along the sea front. Another was recently 
returned to the town and is now a popular attraction at the 
pier museum.  
After the years of conflict, on reopening the pier once 
again became a popular and well-supported attraction, 
drawing visitors from far and wide, many arriving at the 
pier head when the pleasure boats, after being refitted 
following war service, returned to Southend. 
The illuminations were switched on following restoration. 
My father-in-law helped with the refurbishment and also 
visited Blackpool to purchase some of their lighting 

displays for the town. I recall him telling me that on one warm summer evening when he was at the pier head 
it was so very crowded that the Assistant Pier Master phoned the shore end to instruct the staff to stop any 
more visitors entering the pier. On hearing this, the Pier Master picked up the phone and demanded to know 
why he must close the pier. His assistant replied: “If anymore are sent down they will ruddy well fall off the 
end!” A far cry from today. 
But, in spite of all the trials and tribulations – wars, storms, fires, collisions by ships – Southend Pier has 
survived to this day, when many other piers around the country have closed and been demolished. And long 
may the pier’s popularity continue. Malcolm Bullock  
 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

ANOTHER QUIZ FROM DOROTHY RICKARD – FILL IN THE SPACES WITH NAMES OF 
ENGLISH OR SCOTTISH FOOTBALL TEAMS. ANSWERS IN NEXT ISSUE 

 
We set sail for the …… in the old boat with a wooden …… . A girl leaning on the old …… waved as we 
sailed down the …… which …… to the sea. The …… were a rough-looking lot and showed off their …… of 
weapons. The trip made my …… , she had not had a holiday …… too long and the sea …… did her a lot of 
good. We took a young lad to our …… who was doing …… work, his job it was to …… the boilers but the 
rest of the crew sent him to ……as we helped him improve his …… . We landed on the …… of the island 
where the natives …… their dead, and met a group of prisoners who were …… rocks. We were old to watch 
out for some hungry …… but we …… regardless, crossing a field and another …… . We saw some unhappy 
cows as they didn’t like having their …… . We met the …… …… …… …… who was camping whilst her 
…… was being built as her …… …… had collapsed when the …… fell down. We found the treasure we 
came for, and before we sailed, we put the …… on board. The weather was …… breezy. We ate some …… 
cake and later felt unwell. We thought it must have been some …… we had eaten. 



5 
 

THE GREAT STORM - 15TH OCTOBER 1987 
 

We all remember waking up on the morning of the 16th October 1987, looking out of the bedroom window, 
and realising the shocking effect of a night of what had seemed like hurricane winds. Lyanne Loveday was 
having a clear-out in preparation to moving home and came across a number of postcards taken on that 
horrendous day, graphically recording the damage caused by The Great Storm. Below are two of the images. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    Part of the roof of this property in Chalkwell Avenue landed in the next-door garden 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                    Battered telephone kiosks outside Chalkwell Park 
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SAMUEL PEPYS’ SISTER 

 
On page 15 of her book, Leigh-on-Sea: A History, 
published in 2002, Judith Williams refers to the 
second Dutch war and records that Samuel Pepys 
noted in his diary of 17 July 1667 ‘My sister Michell 
come from Lee to see us; but do tattle so much of the 
late business of the Dutch coming thither that I am 
weary of it.’ However, Pepys did not have a sister 
named Michell, so who was this lady?  
Pepys’ wife, Elizabeth, was born Elizabeth de St. 
Michel. Her brother, Balthasar de St. Michel, known 
by Pepys as Balty, was married to Esther Watts, and 
therefore the ‘sister’ he was referring to as Michel 
was actually his sister-in-law. Balty was a bit of a 
wastrel, but thanks to Pepys’ navy connections, he 
found him employment at sea as a Muster Master. 
While her husband was at sea, from 17 July to 19 July 
1667 Esther stayed with Pepys when he recorded in 
his diary that ‘Balty’s wife taking her leave of me, she 
going back to Lee to-day.’ An earlier reference in 
Pepys’ diary records that while Balty was away at sea 
he was ‘plainly jealous of her (Esther) being in any 
place where she may have ill-company.’  The nature 
of the ‘ill-company’ is not explained! 

A few months earlier, on 29 March 1667, Pepys wrote ‘Lay long talking with my wife about Balty whom I do 
wish very well to, and would be glad to advise him, for he is very sober and willing to take all pains.’ In the 
same entry he continues ‘I home, and there find Balty and his wife got thither both by my wife for me to give 
them good advice, for her to be with his father and mother all this time of absence, for saving of money, and 
did plainly and like a friend tell them my mind of the necessity of saving money, and that if I did not find they 
did endeavour it, I should not think fit to trouble myself for them, but I see she is utterly against being with his 
father and mother, and he is fond of her, and I perceive the differences between the old people and them are 
too great to be presently forgot, and so he do propose that it will be cheaper for him to put her to board at a 
place he is offered at Lee, and I, seeing that I am not like to be troubled with the finding a place, and having 
given him so much good advice, do leave them to stand and fall as they please, having discharged myself as 
a friend, and not likely to be accountable for her nor be troubled with her, if he should miscarry I mean, as to 
her lodging, and so broke up.’   
Finally, it is interesting to note from H.D Bride’s book, Old Leigh, published in 1954, that Pepys was a good 
friend of the important naval architect, Sir Anthony Deane, who owned Black House, in Leigh, later to become 
known as Leigh House, at the west end of The Broadway. Despite Pepys implying that he was not ‘troubled 
with the finding of a place’ for his sister-in-law, one could speculate that because of Pepys’ close friendship 
with Deane, Black House could have been the premises in Leigh where Esther lodged. Jim Sanctuary 
 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
WHAT HAPPENED IN ESSEX ON THE DAY YOU RECEIVE THIS EDITION OF LOCAL 

HISTORY LINK 
 

May 18th 1742 - Lionel Lukin, inventor of the lifeboat, was born. 
 
May 18th 1987 – Hadleigh Country Park was formally opened by Sir Derek Barber, Chairman of the 
                             Countryside Commission.                           


