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Local History Link 
Keeping you in touch during the coronavirus emergency                  No. 18 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
Welcome to edition No. 18 of Local History Link featuring more interesting articles by our many supportive 
contributors, writing about history relating to Leigh, nostalgic memories of the town and their home, and even 
about a submarine! Whatever the subject, we are very appreciative of your continued and valued participation, 
and also thank you for your many positive comments. 
But please keep sending your articles, photos, etc., by email to Jim at jsanctuary28@gmail.com or post to 28 
Darlinghurst Grove, Leigh-on-Sea, SS9 3LG. We all love reading them and would love to hear from more of 
you. And as usual, keep safe, keep well and keep alert! Tony, Tricia and Jim 

 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++  

 
HADLEIGH CASTLE AND HUBERT DE BURGH 

 
Hubert de Burgh had become one of the most important men in England. A younger son of a Norfolk family, 
he entered the service of King John when aged 18. He was an immediate success at Court and was given 
increasingly important posts by King John. Hubert was made First Earl of Kent, and in 1202 King John sent 
him to France. 
The French under their King, Phillip II, were invading the English possessions in France. They were keen to 
regain the large areas of Western France that had been seized by John`s father, Henry II. 
Hubert was sent to take command of Chinon, the giant chateau on the Loire. He defended Chinon for a whole 
year but eventually the castle was captured by the French. Hubert was kept a prisoner for two years before 
being released to return to England. 
In 1212, King John sent him back to France as Commander of the English Forces in France, and in 1214 he 
accompanied King John on an expedition to France to force a battle against the French Army. King John was 
defeated and Hubert returned with King John to England. 

When the English barons heard of the 
King`s defeat they rebelled and 
produced The Magna Carta. Hubert 
advised King John that he should sign 
it. There was now open rebellion with 
many of the barons, who had the 
support of the French. Some of the 
barons with French backing attacked 
Dover Castle. Hubert was able to 
arrange the defence of the castle. Hubert 
was worried about the risk of a French 
invasion and it was at this time that 
preparation was made to build Hadleigh 
Castle. (The image on the left is the 
castle as it may have appeared in about 
1370.) 

In 1216, King John suddenly died. Henry, son of King John, came to the throne but he was only aged 9 years 
old. Hubert acted as Justiciar or Deputy and ran the country until Henry was old enough to take over the Crown 
in 1227. 
In 2017, the French attacked with a view to invading England. A large French fleet sailing up the Kent coast 
was met at Sandwich by the English fleet. The French were defeated and returned to France. 
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Hubert remained as Justiciar under Henry III until 1232. But he had many enemies at Court and in 1232 there 
was a coup against him and his titles and possessions were taken from him. This included Hadleigh Castle, 
which was taken over by King Henry III and became a Royal Castle. 
Hubert died in poverty in 1243 aged 73. Hadleigh Castle remained a stronghold guarding the Thames Estuary. 
It was often stated that Hadleigh Castle was built by Hubert as ‘a statement of his power’. Tony Bullock 
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SOUTHEND CARNIVAL/CARNIVAL QUEENS 
 

When scribbling bits and pieces about Southchurch Park I remembered that father’s step-sister (who was about 
6 years older than him) had been Carnival Queen and, as I had nothing better to do, I started looking through 
on-line sites to learn more about the Carnival. 
I found that Southend Carnival has been an integral part of Southend since 1906, when it was part of the 
annual regatta and was created specially to raise funds for the Victoria Cottage Hospital in Warrior Square.  
The procession has always been a key to the Carnival and in 1923 a one-day event was added which was so 
successful that in 1926 the Carnival Association was formed. By 1930 Carnival had grown to a full week of 
events, a dog show, Beautiful Toddlers competition, a children’s Fancy Dress Parade, amongst others, as well 
as a daylight Procession on Wednesday and a torchlight procession on the final day of Carnival, each being 
attended by the Carnival Queen.  In those early days it was not unusual for the procession to take as long as 
two or three hours to pass and many local businesses supported the Carnival either by sponsorship – by 
entering a float in the procession - or both. Even when we were first married and living in a flat in Leigh 
Broadway (over what is now the Estuary, then a Sketchley dry cleaners) we used to throw up the windows to 
watch the procession which was very long with some fantastic floats.  
 During the early ‘90s, interest and participation in the events began to decline and this prompted the decision 
to stop holding the daylight procession and concentrate instead on the torchlight procession. 
2016 marked the end of an era when Southend carnival organisers decided to ditch their Queen and her court 
saying that ‘The Royal Court was too old fashioned and too traditional, and they were working hard to 
modernise it’.  They were also getting far fewer entries from girls wishing to be Carnival Queen: the last young 
lady to hold the post being only 16 and her two princesses being just 13 years old. 
In May 2017, The Beecroft’s website had a post entitled ‘Garments in Focus, Southend Carnival Court Royal 
Regalia’. In the article they said that ‘when unpacking items that had been donated it was like discovering a 
treasure chest, with velvet robes, gold, and silver chains, as well as tiaras and an impressive jewelled Crown’.  
The robes of office date to the 1920s and as far as I could see from the photos, make up a really interesting 
collection. I tried phoning the museum to ask if the items are still available to view but unfortunately in this 
time of ‘lockdown’ the museum is not open, so, for now, I’ve had to content myself with looking at the photos. 
 
 

 

The chain has a hanging medallion, which 
features the Southend Coat of Arms (Per Mare per 
Ecclesiam, by the Sea and by the Church) which 

was granted to the town in 1915. 

The chain of office is gold with hundreds of interconnecting 
links each of which is engraved with a past Carnival 

Queen’s name and her year of reign dating back to the 
1920’s. This creates a kind of shared heirloom of 

Southend’s Carnival past 
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Having read all of this, I then wanted to find out more about my father’s sister’s time as Carnival Queen but 
as I didn’t know the year, wasn’t quite sure where to start. Several hours later (spent over a few days) I found 
from the website Sarfend Forum that the name of the 1932 Carnival Queen was Anne, so from there was then 
able to go to the British Newspapers website where I turned up an entry in Chelmsford Chronicle with the 
name and a further notice giving the sum raised that year (see below). 

 
  

That was a good start but nonetheless I still wanted to see a photo, as although grandmother had had one Anne 
(or Lily as she was known to all the family: yet another confusion!)  must have taken it with her when she got 
married and moved away, so I continued the search.  
I finally found not only a photo but a piece of newsreel footage on YouTube from British Pathé: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u9qKoLmALEc Such an unexpected bonus! (It is quite amazing to see how 
many people were crowded on the pavement and Cliffs.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I don’t know why she would have wanted to be Carnival Queen, although I do remember my mother saying 
that in that era large shops in Southend gave gifts to the Carnival Queen and her Court, which may have been 

Southend’s 
Bonny Baby 
competition 

1932 

Queen of Southend. Miss Anne Hockett, of 
The Lodge, Southchurch Park, Southend, 
was elected on Saturday as .. 

... Queen of Southend. Miss Anne Hockett, of The 
Lodge, Southchurch Park, Southend, was elected 
on Saturday as Southend's carnival queen. She 
is a brunette and was chosen by a ballot of the 
audience at the Southend Hippodrome on 
Saturday.  Her maids-of-honour will be: Miss Doris 
Mansfield, Southend: Miss Phyllis Dyer, Leigh: 
Miss Anne Vallance, Rochford: and Miss Val Ely, 
Westcliff. 
Published: Friday 26 August 1932 
Newspaper: Chelmsford Chronicle 
County: Essex, England 
 

SOUTHEND-ON-SEA 

... meeting of the Carnival Association on 
Wednesday, the Mayor handed to Aid. H. A. 
Dowsett, chairman of the new hospital fund, a 
cheque for £6,000, the net proceeds of the 
recent carnival week a record. ... 
Published: Friday 30 September 1932 
Newspaper: Chelmsford Chronicle 
County: Essex, England 
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an incentive, or it might have been, as The Beecroft noted, ‘that by dressing up in robes and crowns they were 
invested with special status, becoming the centre of attention in front of hundreds of spectators as they were 
carried along the procession’.  I prefer to think that it was simply that she would just have enjoyed something 
exciting and a little bit different. Sue Balkwell  

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

THE DAY A SUBMARINE ‘SANK LIKE A STONE’ IN THE ESTUARY 

This year marks the 70th anniversary of one of 
the worst disasters in the Thames Estuary – the 
sinking of HMS Truculent (see photo left). The 
Royal Navy submarine sank in the estuary after 
colliding with an oil tanker, resulting in the 
deaths of 64 men. Like something out of a 
modern-day disaster movie, things then took an 
even more devastating turn when an RAF 
aircraft, scrambled to bring specialist divers to 
the rescue site, then crashed itself – killing its 
five crew instantly. The drama unfolded just 
after 7pm on January 12, 1950, when HMS 
Truculent collided with the Swedish ship, the 
Divina near to the Nore Forts in the estuary. 
The 1,500 tonne T-class submarine had been 
built in 1942, costing £350,000 and was on its 

way to Sheerness when it was struck by the Divina, whose bows had been specifically toughened for travelling 
through ice in Arctic conditions. This made the collision force far worse. As she was rammed by the Swedish 
tanker, the impact punched a “great, gaping hole” into the submarine’s fore end. Most of the Truculent’s crew 
managed to reach the surface via the escape hatch, but 57 of them died on the surface – most swept away by 
the currents of the estuary. 
Some of the submarine’s crew who managed to escape were plucked out of the water by the Divina crew (see 

photo left). Others managed to reach mudflats but 
perished in the freezing condition. Along with its 
normal compliment, the submarine had also been 
carrying 18 dockworkers from Chatham docks, 
where the ship had just undergone a refit. When it 
came time to escape through the hatch, the crew 
put non-swimmers and the dockworkers first. A 
number of men were left trapped inside the 
submarine when it went down to the seabed, 
somewhere between Whitstable, in Kent, and 
Foulness Island. Dozens of rescue ships and 
aircraft were quick to the scene and searched 
desperately for survivors, but many had frozen to 
death by the time they were discovered. 
The Southend Pictorial newspaper carried the 

story on the front page. It described how the Truculent “sank like a stone” and told how divers and naval 
frogmen attempted to make contact with the men trapped in the submarine by tapping on the hull – but no 
response ever came. Some of the submarine’s crew who managed to escape were plucked out of the water by 
the Divina crew as well as by sailors on a passing Dutch steamer ship, the Almdijk. One of the Almdijk’s crew 
told the newspaper how they were alerted after hearing cries for help coming from the dark water below. “A 
lifeboat was lowered and the search began”, he said. “We then saw five men in the water clinging to three 
lifebelts. They were suffering from exhaustion and we got them on board and gave them hot drinks and 
cigarettes.” 
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In a bid to rescue the stricken men on the submarine, an RAF Lancaster was scrambled from Scotland to go 
and fetch specialist naval divers from Rosyth and bring them to the estuary. However, it crashed while taking 
off – killing the plane’s crew of five instantly. Southend’s own lifeboat and its heroic crew were singled out 
for their efforts during the crisis. The lifeboat was the first rescue vessel to the scene of the disaster and 
remained there from 8.30pm on the night of the sinking until the afternoon of the following day. An inquiry 
later attributed 75 per cent of the blame of the accident to Truculent and 25 per cent to the Divina. The Divina 
had been en route for Ipswich, from Purfleet, when the collision occurred. The Divina tanker captain, Carl 
Hommerberg, was later quoted as saying: “We had no idea we had hit a submarine. We thought it must be a 
surface vessel and there would be survivors. Those we did collect were in no fit state to be able to talk after 
being in the freezing water.” Three months after the collision, the Truculent was salvaged and taken to Grays 
to be scrapped. The disaster led to the introduction of an extra ‘Truculent Light’ at the back of British 
submarine fins, to make them more visible on the surface. Emma Palmer, Echo Newspapers 
 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

OUR HOUSE: ‘ROSEDENE’, DARLINGHURST GROVE, LEIGH-ON-SEA 
 
The property has been in my family since it was built by William Sadd in 1925, and named ‘Rosedene’, at a 
time when many properties were allotted a name by the builder and often did not have a street number (it later 
became no. 28). My grandparents moved in to ‘Rosedene’ with their two children ‒ my father and my aunt ‒ 
in July 1925. The purchase price was £650 and my grandfather took out a mortgage with The Temperance 
Building Society, with repayments at £5.11s.1d per month. 
The area was farmland, originally known as Little Folly Farm, and until 1896 was owned by George Hardness 
the Elder and George Hardness the Younger, presumably father and son. It then passed into the ownership of 
local developer, Frederick Ramuz. He divided the land on the north side of London Road ‒ described on the 
original indenture dated 1903 as The Grange Estate, Westcliff ‒ into building plots, and sold plots 6 and 7 in 
Darlinghurst Grove to Edith Lindley of Birmingham. Over the next 20 years the plots were sold on, and by 
1923 owned by George Loftus Radcliffe, when he sold plots 6 & 7 to the local builder, William Sadd of 
‘Belton’, Grange Park Drive, for £100.  
When ‘Rosedene’ was built, there were already four ‘temporary’ bungalows on the west side of Darlinghurst 
Grove, built to accommodate families homeless after the First World War, and a ‘cottage’ further down the 
road. Over the next few years, more bungalows were built on the west side of the road, and a mix of houses 
and bungalows on the east side. The area, which is west of Chalkwell Park, was incorporated into Leigh in 
1914, when boundary changes took place, but the address for ‘Rosedene’ was still recorded on the deeds as 
Westcliff when my grandparents bought the property in 1925.  
My grandfather died in 1943, and after the end of WW2 my grandmother resided on the ground floor, renting 
out the first floor as a furnished flat. The smallest bedroom was turned into a kitchen and the bathroom shared 
between my grandmother and the tenant. This arrangement continued until she died in 1969, when the house 
was inherited by my father and his sister and the tenants moved out. At this time, I was engaged to be married 
and looking to buy a property, so I was very pleased to purchased ‘Rosedene’ from my father and aunt for 
£4,800. Once more ‘Rosedene’ became a happy, family home where we brought up our two children.  
Over the years, Ann and I have carried out various alterations to the property, including a two-storey extension 
to the bathroom and kitchen, completed in 1975, a new garage at the end of the 70s, and more recently, the 
addition of a downstairs cloakroom.  
Over the years, we have considered moving and viewed properties for sale locally, and as far afield as 
Danbury. But we are both keen gardeners, and our garden, developed over 50 years, has been a major factor 
in ‘staying put’. However, another important factor is that the property has remained in our family since it was 
built 95 years ago. We have now lived in ‘Rosedene’ for half a century and very much hope that when it is 
our time to move, the house will be purchased by a family member. 
Hopefully, this article will encourage you to write about the history of your house, or perhaps previous 
properties you have lived in over the years. The property’s deeds are a good way to start your research. It is 
interesting to note that back in the 1980s, people moved home on average every eight years. Today, it is an 
average of 23 years. So, how long have you lived in your house and what is its history? Jim Sanctuary 


