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Local History Link 
Keeping you in touch during the coronavirus emergency                  No. 19 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
Welcome to edition No. 19 of Local History Link, in which we remember the Sixties, Porters and Disraeli, 
Queen Victoria, and Our Lady of Lourdes. What an eclectic mix! But please keep sending your articles, 
photos, etc., by email to Jim at jsanctuary28@gmail.com or post to 28 Darlinghurst Grove, Leigh-on-Sea, SS9 
3LG. We all love reading them and would love to hear from more of you.  
As usual, keep safe, keep well and keep alert! Tony, Tricia and Jim 

 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++  

 
PORTERS AND DISRAELI 

 
Porters is one of the five Historic England 
Grade 1 Listed buildings in Southend (see 
photo left). The other four are the Church 
of St Laurence, Eastwood, Prittlewell 
Priory, Southchurch Hall and the Church of 
St Mary`s, Prittlewell.  
Porters was built around 1500 and its name 
appears to have been taken from that of ‘le 
Porter’, a prominent South Essex family 
from the 14th century. After this, it was 
owned by the Tyrrell family. Porters may 
be described as a red-brick manor house, 
with wings at either end and gables on the 
north and south fronts. 
One point of interest is Porters association 
with Benjamin Disraeli. The image left is 

from a painting ca. 1830 in the National Portrait Gallery. Disraeli stayed at Porters for a period of time in 1833 
when he was then aged 29 years. He stayed for a similar period of 
time in 1834. The young Disraeli was trying to get into politics and 
in a period of five years he tried to get elected on five occasions and 
was defeated each time. Finally, he was elected Member of 
Parliament for Maidstone in 1837. 
While staying at Porters, Disraeli occupied his time waiting to get 
into politics with writing novels. In 1833 he wrote a book called 
‘The Wondrous Tale of Alroy’, in which he set out his ‘Ideals of 
Politics’. Whilst at Porters he sent letters to his sister and in one he 
wrote ‘I can answer for Southend being very pretty. I am staying at 
an old grange with gabled ends and antique windows half a mile 
from the town’.  
Southend was then a small, fashionable sea-bathing resort with a 
population of about 2,000 persons and must have been an idyllic 
place in those early days. Most people travelled by stage coach to 
the town from London. The journey from Aldgate Pump to 
Southend would take about six hours with several changes of 
horses. Some more adventurous people would come by the early 
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paddle steamers which had just commenced a regular service from London. This was of course before the 
railways, which did not come to Southend until 1856. 
Disraeli in time became one of our greatest prime ministers. Since1935, Porters has been used extensively as 
the Mayor’s Parlour where many social occasions take place. 
Today, the great conurbation which is present Southend is a million miles from the little town that Disraeli 
knew. Tony Bullock 
 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

REMEMBER THE ‘60s? ‒ THE DECADE OF CHANGE 
 

It is often claimed that the ‘Swinging Sixties’ has become the defining decade for 20th century Britain, 
exemplified by the perception that the Fifties were black and white, but the Sixties were technicolour! Fashion, 
technology, design and the arts, including music of course, reflected many of the significant innovations that 
drove social change in the Sixties. The teenage generation of baby-boomers witnessed the ‘permissive 
society’, the ‘liberation’ of women, and the end of conscription, transforming the social resolve (and 
responsibilities) of many young men. 
It was later suggested that ‘If you can remember the ’60s, you really weren’t there’, but unfortunately nobody 
seems to remember who said those immortal words. Was it Pete Townsend, Charles Fleischer, Timothy Leary 
or Paul Kantner? But is this assertion a truism, or do the youth of the Sixties really not remember this 
influential decade? For me, however, the Sixties were certainly memorable ‒ but that’s another story! 
Before the 1960s, women were encouraged to give up their job ‒ and therefore their independence ‒ when 
they got married, or on arrival of their first child, and it was seen as a woman’s ‘duty’ to be a ‘good’ wife and 
mother. However, the availability of the oral contraceptive pill and the 1969 Divorce Reform Act, enabled 
society to become less impeded by the prejudices of the earlier 
generation that had experienced the constraints of the wartime 
years. Women were no longer faced with the anxiety of an 
unplanned pregnancy ‒ and the prejudices that engendered ‒ and 
could now control their personal lives, including pursuing a 
fulfilling career and achieving self-dependence. 
So, what else happened in the Sixties? At the start of the decade, the 
war in Vietnam was in its fifth year and the Cuban Missile Crisis, 
the potentially deadly confrontation between America and the 
Soviet Union, focussed our minds for 13 days in October 1962. In 
November 1963, Jack Kennedy, the US president, was assassinated 
in Dallas, Texas, by Lee Harvey Oswald. Five years later, his 
brother Robert, standing as a Presidential candidate, was also 
assassinated, at a hotel in Los Angeles. In 1968, Martin Luther 
King, the civil rights leader, was assassinated in Memphis. 
The Beatles and The Rolling Stones dominated the music scene 
around the world, and Mary Quant changed the way many young 
women dressed with her Britpop designs and the mini-skirt (see 
photo right). In 1966, England won the World Cup and ‘pirate’ radio 
stations dominated teenage listeners, to the chagrin of the BBC 
(which had become known as Auntie!). Flower Power and the 
Summer of Love caused bewilderment to our parents, who had 
difficulty coming to terms with ‘free love’! On television, That was 
the Week that Was became ‘required’ viewing on Friday evenings, 
and the soap, Coronation Street, rocketed ITV’s viewing figures.   
At the start of the decade ‒ in April 1961 ‒ technology saw the first 
man in space, Soviet cosmonaut Yuri Gargarin, followed a month later by the American, Alan Sheppard. By 
the end of the decade ‒ in July 1969 ‒ NASA’s Apollo 11 mission blasted off from Cape Kennedy carrying 
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the first man, Neil Armstrong, to walk on the moon. Also, in 1969 the first test flights of Concorde were carried 
out. This was a decade with so many outstanding achievements ‒ but what happened in Southend? 
The decade opened with Southend Council publishing their plan for a new Ring Road, although only the 
northern and eastern section were eventually completed. The town’s first supermarket, Supa-Save, opened in 

1960 at the old Essoldo cinema building in Warrior Square 
(see photo left), and in 1961 the first parking meters 
arrived in Southend ‒ together with the much-despised 
Traffic Wardens! The Rivoli cinema in Alexandra Street 
was modernised, to be relaunched in 1962 as the ABC, the 
same year as the Excel Bowling Alley opened on the pier. 
In January 1963 the Meecham quads were born at 
Southend Hospital’s maternity unit making newspaper 
headlines across the nation.  
In the Sixties, Southend’s police constables wore white 

helmets in the summer months, and if you were an unlucky speedster, you might have got stopped by Southend 
Police’s new Triumph TR4 sports car! Following electrification, on 15th June 1962 the last steam train carried 
passengers to Southend on the Fenchurch Street line and in the same year, British Air Ferries commenced 
services from Southend Airport to Ostend, Rotterdam and Calais with their Carvair aircraft, which could carry 
five cars and twenty passengers. A Carvair aircraft at Southend Airport featured in the 1964 James Bond film 
Goldfinger. 

In the early 1960s, ‘The Mersey Sound’ hit the UK 
and world’s pop music scene, and at the forefront 
were The Beatles, who visited the town in May and 
December 1963, performing at the Odeon in the 
High Street with another Liverpool group on the 
same bill – Gerry and the Pacemakers (see poster 
left). The grand opening ceremony of the newly-
built Cliffs Pavilion took place on 4th July 1964 
with the actor Bernard Miles officiating, followed 
by a performance of Coppelia by the world-famous 
Ballet Rambert. The first summer show commenced 
at the new venue on 9th July, starring the popular 

comedian Norman Vaughan, host of Sunday Night at the London Palladium.  
The 1960s witnessed an exciting decade of live music in Southend, with bands performing at many of the 
town’s pubs and dance halls. The Monotones and Force Five were regulars at The Elms in Leigh and the 
Paramounts were the house band at Shades Coffee Bar on Eastern Esplanade, a popular haunt for local Mods! 
Gary Brooker of the Paramounts formed Procul Harum in 1967, and the band’s iconic song ‘A Whiter Shade 

of Pale’ became a worldwide hit and the anthem for 
1967’s ‘Summer of Love’. Other Southend coffee bars 
popular with the Sixties generation were the Zanzi Bar 
(photo left) and the Jacobean, in Southchurch Road. 
Also, the Shrubbery Coffee Bar on the corner of Royal 
Terrace and Royal Mews, The Sorrento in the High Street 
and El Capri in Weston Road, opposite the General Post 
Office, a basement coffee bar ‒ with only one entrance 
and exit! 
In 1964, Southend celebrated its 50th year as a County 
Borough and many local attractions admitted 
schoolchildren for 1d, including the Pier and the Kursaal. 
The following year saw the opening of the town’s first 

self-service filling station, Enterprise Motors, London Road, Leigh, now the site of Leigh Primary Health 
Care Centre. Also, in 1965 the Talza Arcade at Victoria Circus was demolished to make way for Hammerson 
Group’s Victoria Circus Shopping Centre.  
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With the decline in tourism in the Sixties, Southend Council actively promoted the construction of new office 
buildings, mainly centred on Victoria Avenue. One of the first was Telephone House, opened in 1963 to 
accommodate the Post Office Telephone Manager’s Office, now British Telecom, and HM Customs and 
Excise’s Portcullis House was opened in 1966 by the then Chancellor of the Exchequer, Jim Callaghan. In the 
following year, The Queen Mother opened Southend Council’s new Civic Centre in Victoria Avenue. The new 
offices brought much-needed employment to the town. 
The Khyber Pass was the first Indian restaurant to open in the town ‒ in 1966 at London Road, Westcliff, near 

the Palace Theatre ‒ and in December of 
that year the first section of the 
pedestrianisation of the High Street was 
completed, between Queens Road and 
Warrior Square. In 1968, the Gasworks 
Jetty at Eastern Esplanade, viewed by 
many residents as a ‘blot on the 
landscape’, was demolished, and in 1969 
Warrior Square Swimming Pool opened 
(see photo left), replacing the old open-
air swimming pool on the sea-front at 
Westcliff. And finally ‒ to bring the 
decade to an end ‒ on Monday 29th 
September 1969 a new local newspaper, 
The Evening Echo, was launched, and is 
still in circulation today. 
But what are your memories of the 

Sixties? Were you still single and enjoying the liberation that the decade had opened up, or by then had you 
settled down to wedded bliss and the responsibility of bringing up a family? We’ve all got our personal 
memories of that defining decade ‒ some good, and perhaps some bad! Contributions that you all seem to 
enjoy the most ‒ and generate the most positive feedback ‒ usually have a nostalgic theme, reminding us of 
past years and the days when we were young and fancy free. So, please put pen to paper and share your 
recollections of the Sixties. Jim Sanctuary 
 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

THE DAY THOUSANDS TURNED OUT TO WELCOME SOUTHEND’S ICONIC QUEEN VIC 
STATUE 

It’s often described as “iconic” - and for good reason. The Queen Victoria statue in Southend is a monumental 
work, built by one of the finest sculptors 
of his time and carved out of the same 
type of marble used to create the 
Pantheon, Trajan’s Column and even 
Michaelangelo’s immortal David. The 
day the Queen Victoria statue was 
officially unveiled on Pier Hill was a 
historic one for the town - in fact ‘half 
of Southend’ turned out to watch as VIP 
guest, Lady Rayleigh (Evelyn 
Georgiana Mary Balfour), do the 
honours.  
It was May 24, 1898 – Queen’s 
Victoria’s 79th birthday - and the 
newspaper contained a gushing editorial 
about the unveiling proceedings. “An 
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admirably arranged function results in a big success,” was the headline in the Standard. Even the weather 
played its part. The day was described as “glorious with an unclouded sky and constant sunshine”. Lady 

Rayleigh, who as wife of Lord Rayleigh, the Lord Lieutenant of 
Essex, was the queen’s representative at the ceremony, received 
the royal treatment herself. 
No expense was spared in the run up to her visit. In fact, the 
Southend Standard newspaper reported how once her visit had 
been secured for the unveiling ceremony the chief concern for 
everyone was the problem of ‘how Lady Rayleigh be entertained 
well enough’. The big day began with Lady Rayleigh arriving on 
the train from Liverpool Street. She alighted at the Great Eastern 
Railway Station where she was greeted by the Mayor of Southend 
and a swathe of dignitaries. 
The Standard reported how she was handed a beautiful shower 
bouquet of Maréchal Niel roses and tuberoses before a horse 
drawn procession transported her to the site of the statue. The 
streets were packed with spectators and local residents eager to see 
the procession. Representatives from the Southend Fire Brigade 
and the local company of the 1st Essex Volunteer Artillery saluted 
the procession as it made its way to Pier Hill.  
Once there, the Standard described the scene: “Here thronged a 
dense crowd, composed of half of Southend. The tide was up and 

the view was one of great beauty. “The reception of her Ladyship was as hearty as Southenders could make 
it.” 
Although it wasn’t officially unveiled until 1898, the Queen Victoria statue had been gifted to the people of 
Southend a year earlier. The man behind the act of benevolence was the then Southend Mayor, Bernard 
Wiltshire Tolhurst, who commissioned the statue to commemorate Queen Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee in 1897. 
The statue itself was made in studios in Rome, Italy, by the celebrated artist and sculptor Joseph William 
Swynnerton. Standing more than 20-ft high, the statue and pedestal are made of Carrara marble. The monarch, 
seated on a Gothic chair, holds the royal sceptre in her left hand while her right points to the sea. A beaming 
Mr Tolhurst addressed the crowds at the unveiling ceremony, with the words: “I trust this statue will remind 
us and future generations of the men and women of this borough of a good and virtuous sovereign and noble 
woman.” 

 

 

 

Not amused- someone puts a rubber ring over Queen 
Victoria’s head in 2014 

 

 

 

After Lady Rayleigh pulled the chord and the curtains dropped to reveal the statue in all its majestic glory 
cheers and applause rang out across the seafront. A lavish lunch followed at the Pavilion where Mr Tolhurst 
offered a toast to the health of Mr Swynnerton and paid tribute to the work of the artist. 
Despite, in years to come it becoming a standard joke that Queen Victoria pointed towards the gentlemen’s 
public toilets on the seafront, her position was in fact strategically selected so that she faced north of the 



6 
 

Thames to ‘command the view of all passing vessels’. Most significantly she was said to be pointing out across 
the seas and the oceans to the distant lands of the British Empire, ‘upon which the sun never sets’ (and, 
according to many, the blood never dries’) Of course she would not last for too long in her original position 
and in 1962 the statue was moved to its present position in Clifftown Parade. By this time there had been a 
change in attitude towards Victorian-style buildings and much of old Southend had been demolished. After 
much debate it was decided that the statue would be kept, but a new home for it should be found where it was 
less “in your face”. 
Over the years the monument has been blighted by vandals, with the marble hands and fingers of the monarch 
being constantly targeted by thieves. Measures are now in the pipeline to make the statue more secure from 
vandalism. 
As for the man who carved Victoria with his own hands - Joseph Swynnerton - he would become responsible 
for several other acclaimed works of art, including many religious sculptures as well as two celebrated 
fountains, ‘Love’s Chalice’ and ‘Immortal Youth’. 
Although he spent many years living and working in Rome, Mr Swynnerton, died in Port St Mary on the Isle 
of Man in 1910, aged 63. He had been suffering from heart problems for some time. 
As for the Southend Queen Victoria statue, which was considered his greatest work, Mr Swynnerton was 
quoted as saying he took “great delight” in executing the project and “as Southend was situated at the entrance 
to the greatest city in the world she should point with her arm towards the sea ‒ as it is a source of England’s 
greatness.” Emma Palmer, Echo Newspapers 
 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
OUR LADY OF LOURDES AND ST. JOSEPH 

 
Father Francis Gilbert, a priest of 
Brentwood diocese, was serving in Grays, 
when he was posted to Leigh-on-Sea in 
1917. Although at the time the country was 
engulfed in war and money was scarce, Fr. 
Gilbert launched a church building fund.  
He was a tireless fundraiser and the fact that 
he came from a relatively wealthy family 
helped. However, having spent 14 years in 
Grays, he was well aware of the hardships of 
working people, especially the dock workers 
who had suffered unemployment in the post-
war years. Despite the financial constraints, 
Fr. Gilbert had an ambitious vision for a new 
church and as a frequent pilgrim to France, 

he wanted his new parish to become ‘an English Lourdes.’  
The church, designed in the Early English style, would have a scale replica of the Lourdes grotto, a 
weathervane of Our Lady appearing to St. Bernadette, a set of bells which chime the Lourdes hymn and a 
clock by the same craftsman who made the clock at Lourdes. And it would, of course, be dedicated to Our 
Lady of Lourdes. To save money, Fr. Gilbert took on the roles of clerk of works and quantity surveyor himself. 
It has been suggested that he obtained the building plans for the Church of St. Alban the Martyr, St. John’s 
Road, Westcliff, built in 1897, in order to save on the cost of architect’s fees! Utilising the services of 
unemployed labourers from Grays ‒ particularly dockers ‒ many of whom were his parishioners, he paid them 
a weekly wage.  
The church was officially opened on 21st October 1925 and my father, then 13 years old, was one of the altar 
boys who participated at the celebratory Mass. Jim Sanctuary 
 
Grateful thanks to the Catholic News Agency, Englewood, Colorado, USA, whose research into the church’s 
early history has enabled this article to be created. 


